29 September 1945

Dear Monsignor Foley,

Since I am not certain that I wrote you af'ter my transfer
from Norfolk, I will make sure. I have been on and off the
West cosst now for about two months. Started at San Pedro,
Calif. where our crew was formed and after a course in
Fire Fighting and a little organization, we went to
Tacoma, Wash. on a troop-train. Our ship,m destroyer
tender, was commissioned in the waning hours of the war -
on 15 August. Apnd since then, after about three weeks of
loading stores and provisions, we have been engaged in
shakedown operations. We are almost finished now, the
final inspection will becin a few days here at San Diego
atter which we will return to Bremerton, Wash. Then

it is hard to say where,though persistent rumors indicate
Pearl Paorbor. About, that poone is-yery anxious or
enthused now that” the wdr is over.

Duty in connection with the commissioning of a new ship

is a unique experience. There is no little confusion betore
the organization evolves;but starting from scratch,there
is plenty of work. As is the way in the Navy, I have a
goodly number of additional duties besides those strictly
religious. Tekessome o the sage Ui -the—enthustasmut—
guess it's part—of—the-3tifes Officers and men are a fine
bunch = f'riendly and cooperative. So-déle-mot—too-teur—
The men are certainly toeing the mark for home, some more
than anxious and impetient. We lost more than a 1J0 men
via the point-system already. I guess all but the reguiars
are ready to go, myself included.

Father Noonan sent me last week's issue of the Witness, the
first copy I read in a long time. Looks as though the

Loras Expansion program is otf to a big start, and success
ot the drive seems assured. It was certainly good to read
again sbout the diocesan and parish doings. I don't believe
I ever enjoyed the Witness more.

How have yowbgen \onsignor? Busy-€s/ever? What is_tie word
from the othef cheplfinsf Are meny ¢h their way Homef 3o /
far T pRven'A hesrd snything” sbout /t¥e plans_ #r thé.-
relegse of xchablains but I presume, length of service will
be’the big consideratiodn. ’




