
Camp Fannin, Texa s 

22 Nov. 19 43 

Very Reverend D. V. Fol ey 
Chancery Off ice 
11t h and Bl uff Streets 
Dubuq,e , I owa 

Very Reverend and dear on sgr :

Just a little i nformati on a s t o my whe r eabout s . No 
d idn 't e t los t but have baen a l ong tIm on the 

r oad . hen I arrived a t Camp Swift or ders w r e 
awai t ing f or me to move on t o Camp Fann i n W. P. Cp o 
So I s t ay a f ew hour s t o look ov r what mi~ht have 
been my f ie ld of l a bor . 

Camp Fannin 1s a very new Camp . I t has srun g up l lke 
a mushroom over a shor t period of seven months . The 
new Camp ha s over 35 ,000 sol d ere here now and s t i l l 
~owing. The pr i s on Camp 1s smal l but wi ll be enlar6ed 
as time goe s on. The r e a r e a thousand pr i s oners he a 
now. Then the order s ca me he e fir s t to move aga i n t o 
anothe r pr i s on camp . Finally aft er a we ek here I am 
assigned to a t wo fold duty ; War Pr ison Ch . and 
Station Hospital Ch. Th i s is a two t housand oed hospita l . 
So here I am settled tonight settled 1n my off ica . 

The work is ' ery interesting . There a re 11 cha pl ains 
here; three ' athol lc,7 prot. and 1 J ewish chaplains . 
r oo many protestant chs. ani not enough cathol i c chs. 
wa s the cry and that i s how I wa s r eta ined here . rhe 
hos pital was badly in need of a Chaplai n. ~here ar e 
a ~out two hundred Catholic boy s here a t t he hos pi t al 
now a number of t hem back from Africa . Ver y interest ing 
to speak with them of their experiences. 

The pr i son wor k 1s also very i ntere s t ing . I bad Mass 
for them l , st Sunday and al so attended t he ir memor ial 
ser vice for t he own dead coma r ades l ater in the morning. 
I'Todengedenkfeir" t hey call it. Well my ger man was a 
bi t ruety after 7 years. But it comes back f as t and 

get a l ong fine with t hem . They seem so re spectful 
to the chapla in and t he Cat holic boys are so devoted. 
You can t ell t he Archbi shop t hat Hitler has not taken 
religion away from the ca t hol ic sol dier of Germany . 
In fact I t hink their f aith is stronger . They are so 
devuu~ at Mass . They r e cited the Mass wit h priest in 
such bderly and devot i onal manner that it touched me 
deeply . Then they sang a number of their German hymns . 
Lord I am not owr thy , Ave M~r ia , and Gros ser uott at 
t he end . I had a bout 20 0 and expect to have 250 by Sunday . 
_hey have much muscial t alent amonGst them. One lad 
has had ten year s study with the masters of Europe . 
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